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‘Academy
opens to 88
students
for second
year

By HSU Pusvic InFormanion

Henderson State Uni-
versity will host 88
ninth and tenth graders
from local ‘school dig-
tricts as the seeond year
o'f' an innovative educa-
tional opportunity in
Clark County beginis.
The Arkadelphia Col-
lege Preparatory Acad-
emy is scheduled to
resume classes on Qct,
24 on Henderson's cam-
pus, The program was
designed ag part of the
High School Redesign
Tnitiative of the South-
west-A Bducation Re-
newal Zone and the
Arkansas Department
of Education.

I:eéders from Arkadel-
phia  Public Schaols,
HSU, Ouachita Baptjst
University, Ouachita
Technical College, Daw-
s0n Educational Cooper-
ative, Southern
]?ancorp, Ross Founda-
tion, Clark County
Strategic Plan, loeal
b}rsiness and comnyu-
nity representatives and
elected officials partic-
pated in the develop-
ment of the Academy
iast year.

The project was ex-
panded to include the
Centerpoint and CGur
don School Districts for
the Academy’s second
year with the Cahe
Foundation becoming a
partner ecarlier this
month,

The purpose of the
Academy is to provide
additional academie op-
portunities for students
to ensure that they are
ready for postsecondary
studies upon completion
of high school, Students
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were selected based on
their interest in attending a
four-year postsecondary in-
stitution and an application
process. Information from
the EXPLORE test admin-
istered in the eighth grade
will be used to help stu-
dents prepare for the ACT
they will take as juniora.
The Academy will focus
on the areas of reading,
English, mathematics, and
career planning. The pro-
gram will pair a public
school teacher with univer-
sity professors from HSU
and OBU, résulting in a
teacher-student ratio of 1:5.
The Academy will hold
classes on selected Satur-
days from Octeber through
May and two weeks in
June. Activities will take
place on the college campus
with plans to expose stu-
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dents to other areas of the
college experience through
field trips and campus ac-
tivities, Funded hy grants
fror private foundations,
all classes and activities
will be offered at no cost to
the students.

“The development of this
project has been a true col-
laborative effort and we are
grateful to all of our part-
ners,” said Dennie Whitten,
superintendent of Arkadel-
phia Schools. “With the suc-
cess of the pilot program,
we are pleased to welcome
other avea school districts
and students for our second
year.: We are fortunate to
have the support of our
community and universi-
ﬁes.”

Plans for expansion of the
program include involving
high school juniors and the

creation of other sites
throughout the atate.

D Charles Welch, Presi-
dent of Henderson State
University said, "I think I
am even more excited this
year ahout the beginning of
the Academy. Now, we
know exactly the type of
impact this program has on
these students, and we aro
80 excited to be able to ex-
pand the program to Gur-
don and Centerpeint, I
truly believe that thisis one
of the most progressive and
innovative p-12/higher edu-

cation collaborative projects
in our state in many years,
- and I continue to be so very
proud of our faculty, stu-
dents, and programn organ-
izers for the excellent work
they are doing.”
Paulette Blacknall, divec-
tor of the Southwest-A Edu-

cation Renewal Zone at
Henderson, said, “We are so
proud of these students and
the commitment they have
made to their future. We .
look forward to the retwm :
of our charter class and to ©
meeting our ninth graders .
on Monday night. Ouwr !
teachers and staff are plan- .
ning many exciting activi- ;
ties preparing for their
return.” :
The opening celebration -
for the Arkadelphia College :
Preparatory Academy will .
be held today at 6 p.. in ©
the Garrison Center Ban- |
quet Room. Gov. Mike :
Beebe is scheduled to de- .
liver the keynote addreas to .
the students, staff and part-
ners.
For more information on
‘the Academy, eall Blacknall
at 230-5476.
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